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PASTOR’S POINTS
Dear Church Family,
Coming up in the month of October we will be celebrating our 55th year of ministry
here at Oakhill Baptist Church! I thank God for the constant presence of ministry that our
church has had here on the northside of Evansville. God has blessed in so many ways over
the course of these years! He has taken a small group of people who started a home bible
study and blessed it to be a thriving church family for 55 years. It is a joy to be a part of
what God is doing in our church.
On October 7th we will celebrate our ministry anniversary with a special emphasis in
all three of our services. We are making a special video which will include interviews with
three of our former pastors. Talking with them about their years of ministry did nothing
but confirm to me how God has had His hand on Oakhill for all these years. It is good to
remember all that God has done, what He is doing currently, and what He desires to do
Alan D. Scott
through Oakhill in the years to come.
Lead Pastor
I cannot believe that I have already been at Oakhill for 12 years. It seems like
yesterday that I was meeting with the search team considering if God was calling me to
ascott@oakhillbc.org
Oakhill. HE made it clear to me then that He was, and He has only affirmed His call on my
life since I have been here as pastor. I dearly love you! I am so thankful that God has
called me here to do life with you all! God has moved among us, and as He has moved I have encouraged us to move
with Him. I did not come to Oakhill with a grand plan of growth for our church. My only desire was and is to preach the
Word, share the Gospel, make disciples, and love and serve together for the glory of our God. God honors those things,
and because of our focus on those things, He has moved among us!!
I know that He is going to continue to move, and as He does I will be encouraging us to move with Him. We simply
must follow His lead! The Lord will always be faithful to us, and the only right response from us is faithfulness to Him!
Thank you for being willing to follow our Savior! He has been so good to us throughout the years, and I know He will
continue to show His faithfulness to us if we will continue to follow His leading in the life of our church family!!

I love you and I love being your pastor!
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WOMEN ON MISSION
Centennial Celebrated
Our congratulations and thanks go out to the Evansville Rescue Mission who recently celebrated a milestone in their
history, the centennial anniversary of serving the tri-state’s most vulnerable.
Founded back in the late teens by Dr. Ernest “Pappy” Reveal and his wife, Edna, this outreach has stood the test of time
and ministered to thousands of homeless men, at-risk youth, and less fortunate families.
Their annual food basket giveaway, now known as the Gobbler Gathering, will turn 96 this year and will assist more than
2,200 families in November.
Oakhill is privileged to help with this effort by collecting boxes of cake mix. Our goal is 600 boxes (any flavor). These
may be left in the lower lobby beginning October 7th. Boxes will be provided for them. We have been involved in this
ministry since 1996, when we collected 740 cans of green beans.
*****************************************************************************
Women on Mission will meet for their annual potluck on Monday, September 10th at 6:00 pm in the fellowship hall.
Please bring a favorite food to share. Alexa Minor will speak about her upcoming mission trip to Australia.
All our ladies are invited to be with us.

September Birthdays
1st - Ron Northenor, Mike Schloss
2nd - Elle Jackson
3rd - Jessica Bradford, Ava Kelly
4th - Malerie Aman, Bob Schuetter
5th - Shane Minton, Doris Rutledge, Claire Townsend
6th - Emory Washburn
7th - Gloria Fark, Sylvia Herkert, Riley Lamar, Asher Pettigrew,
Joshua Thackrey, Shannon Virgin
8th - Bryan Calverley, Tori Colson, Brad Williams
9th - Randy Robbins, Jacob Wilhite
10th - Jeff Beck
11th - Ashton Brock, Wayne Peterson
12th - Daniel Bannister, Adam Creamer, Avery Mummert
13th - Bellami Boyd, Nicholas Mehne, Bart Moore, Wyatt Nix,
Ima Ntewo, Camille Schmitz, Ally Wheeler
14th - Danielle Williams
15th - Raymond Russell

16th - Brock Butler, Caroline Gotcher, JR Minton, Raegen
Ramsey, Nora Richardville
17th - Glenn Burchwell
18th - Sylvia Shofner, Anne Sinnett
20th - Deanna Comer, Derek Williamson
21st - Kalyn Hettenbach
22nd - Melissa Burchwell, D’Ann Christian, Miranda Daily
23rd - Tori Pavlichek
24th - Brendan Knight, Dusty Parker, Doreen Pepe, Julien
Principe
25th - Brent Beckham
27th - Janel Jett, Sandra Lamey
29th - Toni Shepard, Kanon Young
30th - Peggy Stepro

Parenting in the Tech Age
The past eight weeks Pastor Alan and I have been leading a parenting class on Sunday
evenings. The last session we felt it was really important to focus on parenting in the modern
age; mainly concerning ourselves with media and technology. My generation was the last
generation to grow up without the internet. I believe we got some form of it when I was in
high school; however, it was the really slow dial-up kind that made that annoying sound as it
connected. Kids today will never know a day without the internet. That means they are
always connected to media- including games, social media, movies, tv shows, and music.
These were things that we have had in some form or fashion for decades; however, never
before has there been unlimited access to virtually every form of media. Whether we want to
believe it or not technology has crept into every facet of life, but this is not always a bad
Bryan R. Gotcher thing. I love technology, it enables us to do so much and connect in ways we never thought
Pastor of Missions & possible. We can use it to learn and grow in so many ways. The point is not to take all
technology away from kids, we don’t need to get off the grid, we just need to be educated
Administration
and smart about it. Here are three ways to help parents in the tech age:
bgotcher@oakhillbc.org
1. Remember it is About the Heart
Proverbs 4:23 says, “Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it flow the springs of
Blog: bryangotcher.
life.” This verse encourages us to guard our hearts. This literally means to put up a fence
wordpress.com
around our hearts. We are to be discerning about what we allow in. This is especially true in
the area of technology and media. So much of what is out there is good and helpful; but there is also a lot that is
damaging to our souls. We need to be diligent for our own benefit and also for our children. Kids don’t have the ability
to discern what is good on their own so we must help put up the walls to guard their little hearts. Their heart is the
source of life and if polluted with all the trash that can be found on the internet it will damage them long-term; so
remember when helping your children in the area of technology we aren’t just making a list of dos and don’ts we’re
seeking to protect their hearts.
2. Exercise Parental Control
Parents, remember you are in control! Don’t just give your child a tablet or phone without exercising your parental
authority. It is lazy and harmful to give your kids what is essentially a pocket PC and expect them to do what is
right. Kids get curious, they hear things from their friends so they want to check it out. This is not to mention that there
are people that want to influence and hurt your children via the internet. We must remember that we are the ones that
help to control technology for our children. Practically, we need to study and utilize the built-in parental controls of
various devices (including gaming systems). We need to set time limits for tech usage. We need to set a bedtime for
when our kids’ devices go off. Many of these features are built in, but there are also devices to help, like Circle or Koala
Safe. There are also software options like Qustodio, Net Nanny, or Covenant Eyes.
3. Use Technology to Your Advantage
Finally, don’t be afraid of technology. Use it to your advantage. There are so many solutions out there to help
families stay safe on the internet. One great option for whole home filtering and protection is OpenDNS, which is also
free. Understand what your kids are playing, what they are watching, what social media sites they are into. There is a lot
of good, helpful information out there to equip parents. Look at a site like pluggedin.com to see the content of movies or
video games. There is no reason you shouldn’t have the information to have an informed discussion with your child
about various media and technology topics.

Dear Church Family,
For this month’s article I want to share a list I made on August 6 th this year. I titled it, The Blessings of a
Broken Ankle. These are some of the things that I can see God’s grace abundantly given to me, even in a
time of suffering. Here they are:
1. A thankfulness for God’s sovereign plan to bring me into the world during this time in history with
advanced medical technology, through which He mightily works to heal.
2. A deeper understanding of what people are going through when prayer requests for things of this
nature are mentioned.
3. The privilege of experiencing the body of Christ care for its members. So many people have reached
out and cared for my wife and me through meals, movies, money, mowing grass, and much more.
4. The joy of seeing people step up to take charge and lead. Many people who faithfully follow my lead
immediately sprung into action to make sure ministry kept going. It is such a joy to have devoted people
who are there looking for ways to serve and lead. Nothing could be done without them!
5. The sanctifying process of forced growth in my abilities to delegate. I strongly believe that ministry
Brian Van Doren
is a group effort. But theory and practice can be hard to put together at times. Thankfully the Lord will
Pastor of Students
do anything to grow those whom He loves. This is a blessing.
bvandoren@oakhillbc.org
6. The wonder of different people uniting together to support. I have seen people come together, who
had no reason to before, to supply help and service. It is amazing how God creates community!
7. The pleasure of feeling like we fully belong to this family. We have been overwhelmingly blessed with this church family, who has
treated us as your own and cared for us as such. We couldn’t ask for anything better than to belong in such a family.
8. The delight in seeing the other pastors invest in the students. Some churches do not have a ministry staff that participate together
in the church’s ministries. That is not the case here. All of our ministry staff are invested in the intertwining ministries of our church,
whether covering for one with a broken ankle or not. That is a mark of a healthy church.
9. The awe in God teaching that His goals are not dependent on my abilities, nor thwarted by a lack thereof. God does not need me.
So, when I am sidelined He still gets things done. But it is inspiring to know that God chooses to use me whether I have many
abilities or few. His work is not limited by us.
10. The ability to read and spend time with the Lord unhurriedly. I have been forced to be on a couch much longer than I usually
desire. But with this time, I have been able to look to God’s word and be comforted and challenged by Him. He has been shaping
me while I have been broken.
11. The honor of watching my wife be and grow as the strong supportive woman that God has blessed me with. This is my most
valued blessing. “An excellent wife, who can find? For her worth is far above jewels.” I have found the treasure of Erebor! The
Lord is far too good to me.
12. The challenge of learning to humbly and happily accept acts of kindness and grace. The gospel can be hard to accept. It means
that you need help. The faster and better that we can learn to need help, the better and happier we will be. God is still growing
me in this, and He is making me a happier man. This is all a blessing.
Sincerely,
Brian Van Doren

Church Family,
I hope the beginning to this Fall season finds you well, as we are gearing up for an
exciting and busy time of ministry at Oakhill! This month I want to highlight a few events
coming up that we want you to be a part of.
Family Night of Worship on Sunday night, September 9th, we will be gathering at
the SWIBA fields on Whetstone Road to have an evening of outdoor fellowship and
worship. This event went very well last year and we are expecting a great night once
again! Our worship team will be there leading live worship music all night. We will also
have food trucks available for you to purchase dinner from Doughboy BBQ, and Lolly’s
Pops. You may also bring your own picnic style food as well! We will also have games set
up for kids to play, and towards the end of the night, we will gather around the stage
with our entire church family to have an intentional time of worship. You do not want to
miss this event! We don’t get many opportunities to bring our people together from all
Jared Mitchell
three of our worship services, so this is a great opportunity for us to be all together. Bring
Pastor of Worship
your family and bring your friends!
jmitchell@oakhillbc.org
Young Generation Worship Sunday on Sunday morning, November 4th, our worship
time will be lead by our students and our children’s choir. The praise band will be made
up of our high school students, and our choir will be made up of our children’s ministry, as well as our students from
6th-8th grade. This is such a great opportunity to have our younger generation lead us in worship, and we want your
family to be a part! Rehearsal for this Sunday will take place on Saturday, November 3rd, during The Growth Initiative.
We encourage you to come and be a part of The Growth Initiative, and bring your child/student to be a part of this
worship time.
God is doing great things within our Church. This fall will be busy, but so rewarding! Make every effort to plug in.
Come and worship with us, come and serve with us, come and grow with us! You’ll never regret being a part of what
God is doing. Come and be a part, because there is a place for you!
In Christ,
Jared

What a Friend We Have In Jesus

Nick Scott
Pastor of Spiritual
Development
nscott@oakhillbc.org
Upcoming Event
Growth Initiative
Sept. 22nd
8:30 — 11:30am

So what do you do, where do you run, what do you tell yourself, or how do you respond
when, in this broken world, you are left alone? In some way, it happens to us all. Made to live in
community with God and with one another, we find ourselves alienated and alone. Such
aloneness cuts deep and hurts a lot precisely because we were designed to be social beings. We
were made to live in self-sacrificing love and peace with one another. Harsh words, disloyal acts,
slanderous intentions, and violent moments were never supposed to infect and destroy the
community for which we were made. But immediately after Adam and Eve disobeyed God,
tension and accusation erupted in their relationship, and then it became really bad really fast.
Cain, the son of Adam and Eve, murdered his brother in a fit of sibling jealousy. Since sin has
infected our world, wrong infects our relationships. It shatters the community God intended us
to live in and leaves many of us alone. This aloneness takes many forms:
• Friends turn their backs on friends.
• Husbands and wives divorce.
• Neighbors move away.
• Employees get fired.
• Children reject their parents.
• Churches divide.
• Problems of life carve a gulf between us.
• Friends and relatives lose contact.
• Old age leaves us lonely.

Join us as we
continue our survey
through the
Bible as we begin in
Matthew and
conclude in
Colossians!
Sign up at the
Welcome Center or
online.

• Death takes dear ones from us.
Yes, somewhere in your life, you will be left alone. But it is in this experience of aloneness
that you must remember the gospel of Jesus Christ. Jesus captured the relational beauty of this
in his own life when, as he faced death, he said to his disciples: “Behold, the hour is coming,
indeed it has come, when you will be scattered, each to his own home, and will leave me alone.
Yet I am not alone, for the Father is with me” (John 16:32). Yes, people and circumstances leave
you alone. Yet, it is impossible for one of God’s children to be completely alone, because we
have a Father in heaven who is always with us and who will not leave us, no matter what.
Remind yourself today that, as God’s child, no matter how many people have walked out of your
life, fundamental aloneness is a thing of your past. If you’re God’s child, you are loved today
even if, in your human relationships, you are completely alone.
(Excerpted from New Morning Mercies)

Recommended Resource— In His Image by Jen Wilkin
Sometimes we ask What is God’s will for my life? when we should really be asking Who should I
be? The Bible has an answer: Be like the very image of God.
By exploring ten characteristics of who God is—holy, loving, just, good, merciful, gracious, faithful,
patient, truthful, and wise—this book helps us understand who God intends for us to be. Through
Christ, the perfect reflection of the image of God, we will discover how God’s own attributes impact
how we live, leading to freedom and purpose as we follow his will and are conformed to his image.

Proverbs 22:6
“Train a child in the
way he should go,
and when he is old
he will not turn
from it.”
April Sharp - asharp@oakhillbc.org
Children’s Ministry Director

Hello church family,
Wow we had an amazing end of July and August in the life of our children’s ministry! Kids Camp was so incredible.
By the end of the week we had 5 extremely exhausted adults (Pastor Bryan Gotcher, Jacob Townsend, Leah Ice, Mary
Beth Potts and myself) and 26 kids encouraged and ready to live a life that grows them closer to our Lord. Oh and of
course they were pretty tired too. The worship was high energy and uplifting for all involved. And the teaching Pastor
had so much passion for the children learning truth and delivered the message in such a way that young and old can be
moved to respond. I’m so thankful that we have a church family that invest in our children and helps to allow them to
attend Kids Camp each summer. It truly does help to make a difference in these young ones lives and in the life of our
ministry.
With response to the Holy Spirit, through VBS, Kids Camp and superb parenting we had nine children follow in
baptism during the month of August. Now that is a reason to CELEBRATE! Praise God for these professions of faith. I
can’t wait to see what plans God has in store for these young lives and their future as they go into the world proclaiming
the Good News.
I would like to give a shout out to all of our new Sunday morning Kids Life Group teachers. Promotion Sunday and
the weeks that followed, transitioned smoothly. I am very thankful for all of you and your willingness to invest in our
children each Sunday morning. Also, we were able to fill most of our AWANA teaching needs and have a solid group of
adults ready to disciple our children each Wednesday evening starting September 5th at 6pm. If your child isn’t already
planning to attend AWANA on Wednesday evenings, I would like to strongly encourage you to allow your child to try it
out. Children are discipled by faithful & loving leaders and learn scripture in fun ways helping them to understand and
apply it in their daily walk. For more information about AWANA go to www.oakhillbc.org/ministries/kids.
On a side note of upcoming activities in the life of our children’s ministry check out these dates:
•

September 5th - AWANA Kick-off 6:00 - 7:30 pm

•

September 22nd - Growth Initiative 8:30 - 11:30 am - childcare provided for infant-5th grade

•

Month of October - Upward Basketball and Cheer Volunteer Sign Up - in main lobby

•

October 26th or October 27th - Upward Basketball and Cheer Evaluations - check out our website for details Kids Camp
www.oakhillbc.org/ministries/kids

July
24th—27th
Thank you for allowing me
to love
on your little ones.
(completed
grades 2nd-5th)
God Bless,
$260

Serving Others at Oakhill

September 2018 Ministry Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Sunday Schedule
8:00 am Traditional Worship
9:30 am Contemporary Worship
11:00 am Contemporary Worship
5:00 pm Student Life Groups

2
Regular Sunday
Schedule
NO Evening Life
Groups

9
Regular Sunday
Schedule
NO Evening Life
Groups
Family Night of
Worship
5:00 pm
16
Regular Sunday
Schedule

23
Regular Sunday
Schedule

30
Regular Sunday
Schedule

3
Church Office &
Daycare Closed

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Wednesday Schedule
12:00 pm Prayer & Bible Study Luncheon
6:00 pm Student Gathering & AWANA
7:30 pm Worship Team Practice

4

5
Regular
Wednesday
Schedule

1

September 2
Deacon of the Week

6
Thrive Women’s
Bible Study
10:00 am

7

11
Thrive Women’s
Bible Study
6:30 pm

12
Regular
Wednesday
Schedule

13
Thrive Women’s
Bible Study
10:00 am

8
Food Pantry
9:00 am
State Hospital
Ministry
9:45 am

Open Gym
Basketball
6:30 - 8:30 pm

10
Open Gym
Basketball
6:30 - 8:30 pm

Saturday

14

15
Food Pantry
9:00 am

24
Open Gym
Basketball
6:30 - 8:30 pm

18
Thrive Women’s
Bible Study
6:30 pm

25
Thrive Women’s
Bible Study
6:30 pm

19
Regular
Wednesday
Schedule

26
Regular
Wednesday
Schedule

20
Thrive Women’s
Bible Study
10:00 am

27
Thrive Women’s
Bible Study
10:00 am

Deacon of the Week

September 16

September 23

September 30

Deacon of the Week

Deacon of the Week

Deacon of the Week

Alan Simpson (812) 477-7204 Chad Mehne (812) 774-6212

Brad Lamar (812) 480-9663

Brad Ditter (812) 897-1197

Lucus Pettigrew (812) 319-9971

Chris Fischer (812) 630-9443

Robert Jackson (812) 491-6803

Mark Schmitz (812) 454-2377

Matt Schloss (812) 483-1778

Kevin Knuckles (812) 383-2543

Chair Set-Up Team

Chair Set-Up Team

Chair Set-Up Team

Chair Set-Up Team

Chair Set-Up Team

Kessler/Pettigrew Groups

Mosaic/Schloss/A.Scott Groups

BASIC Group

Gotcher Group

Mitchell/N.Scott Groups

8:00 AM Service
Nursery
Shannon & Kalyn Wild

Nursery
Larry & Bonnie Beckham

Nursery
Doris & Maci Rutledge

Nursery
MarySummer
Gamblin & Daniel
Student
Camp
Bannister
Dates: June 12-16

Nursery
Jane Jett & Alice Mosley

Greeters
Marge Pontious, Bob
Williams

Greeters
Bill & Sondra Bottoms

Greeters
Greeters
Jenny Campbell, Shirley Guinn Bob & Angela Pressley

Greeters
Jerry & Shirley Guinn

Welcome Center
April Helm

Welcome Center
Dawn Ommart

Welcome Center
Amanda Washburn

Welcome Center
Mary Gamblin

Welcome Center
Shirlene Kilgore

9:30 AM Service

Women on Mission
Potluck 6:00 pm

17
Open Gym
Basketball
6:30 - 8:30 pm

September 9

21
Thrive Women’s
Fall Fellowship Paint Party
6:00 pm

28

22
Growth Initiative
8:30 - 11:30 am

Nursery
Adam & Jamie Ice

Nursery
Dave & Kristie Swenson

Nursery
Chris & Amanda Washburn

Nursery
Heather Ntweo & Lauren
Phelps

Nursery
Bethanne Long & Sammy
Thompson

Greeters
Ryan & Wynter Deckman,
Sandy Dierlam & April Helm

Greeters
Brett & Tammy Creamer, Jon &
Heidi Hart

Greeters
Cheri Koberstein, Tom
Stofleth, Ron Wiandt

Greeters
April Helm, Tom & Fong
Stofleth

Greeters
Ryan & Wynter Deckman, Jeff
& Janice Hostetler

Welcome Center
Robert Jackson

Welcome Center
Deann Moss

Welcome Center
John & Pam Schultz

Welcome Center
Sondra Schloss

Welcome Center
Robert Jackson

11:00 AM Service

29
Ladies Baby
Shower for Kayla
Van Doren
2:00 pm

Nursery
Kathy Masterson & Ella
Thornton

Nursery
Toni Shepard

Nursery
Ty & Teresa Nixon

Nursery
Jon & Heidi Hart

Nursery

Toddlers & 3yrs
Jeff & Lindsay Beck, Melody
& Alexa Miles

Toddlers & 3yrs
Melissa Owen & Emily Grace
Luttrell, Lucus & Leigha

Toddlers & 3yrs
Melissa & Megan Laurence,
Brian & Amanda Bishop

Toddlers & 3yrs
Ryan & Wynter Deckman,
Maggie Comer & Ryan David

Toddlers & 3yrs
Blake & Kelsie Palmer, Kristi &
Sydney Gotcher

Greeters
Jim & Barb Burns

Greeters
Brett Creamer, Shirley Williams

Greeters
Keith & Teresa Thomas

Greeters
August 30th Greeters
Nancy Andrews, Curtis Cronch Sandy Jackson, Ralph Rode

Welcome Center
Kathleen Qualkenbush

Welcome Center
Becky Cosby

Welcome Center
Darrell Ommart

Welcome Center
Jacob & Gina Townsend

Welcome Center
April Helm

Van Driver
Steve Comer

Van Driver
Jacob Townsend

Van Driver
Duke Dockery

Van Driver
Robert Jackson

Van Driver
Wandel Hagan

