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PASTOR’S POINTS
Dear Church Family,
I pray that you and your family are doing well and are enjoying the blessings of God
that He provides in our lives! We have so much to be thankful for. I know our church
family has been blessed in great ways! I have no answer as to why, other than the good
pleasure of God upon us. God has been drawing people to our church and we are growing
in numbers and in our financial support as well. Last year we finished a little less than 100%
of our budget so we adjusted our 2018 budget to reflect this. But so far in 2018 we are
ahead of budget by about 10%! This level of giving will fund the ministries of our church as
well allow us to give more to our North American and International missions ministries! All I
can say is thank you God and thank you all for being faithful to give out of God’s blessings
in your lives. I am so excited to see what God is going to continue to do among us as we
serve Him together.
Alan D. Scott
In the month of May we have many things to celebrate, but one group that we will
Lead Pastor
honor is our recent graduates. It is a great achievement to graduate whether it be high
ascott@oakhillbc.org
school or college. But the one thing that I have learned in this life is that we must be
continual learners throughout our lives. Especially as followers of Jesus. We never
graduate or arrive spiritually in this life. I love what David Mathis has to say about ongoing learning. He says…
“Wisdom does not come automatically with age (Job 32:8–9). You’ll find plenty of foolish old fogies out there.
For many aged saints, gray hair and a good head go hand in hand. But for others, far too many others, length of life only
entrenches stubbornness, irritability, and careless ways of thinking and living. Life experience may increase inevitably with
age, but without some long-term pattern of receptivity and intentionality, multiplied experiences will only create more
confusion than clarity.
For Christians in particular, the stakes are even higher for cultivating holy curiosity and the mindset of a lifelong
learner. Teaching and learning are at the very heart of our faith. To be a “disciple” means to be a “learner.” Our Master is the
consummate teacher, and the central task of his under shepherds in the local church is teaching (Titus 1:9; 1 Timothy
3:2; 5:17; Hebrews 13:7; Matthew 28:20). God designed the church to be a community of lifelong learners under the
earthly guidance of leaders who are teachers at heart.
The Christian faith is not a finite course of study for the front-end of adulthood. Our mindset shouldn’t be to first do
our learning and then spend the rest of our lives drawing from that original deposit of knowledge. Rather, ongoing health in
the Christian life is inextricably linked to ongoing learning.”
Let’s keep loving and learning together for the glory of God!
I love you and I love being your pastor!
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8:00 AM Worship
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9:30 AM Worship

367

213

232

179

254

11:00 AM Worship

250

258
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264

277

Total Worship

739

553

567
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626

Oakhill Budget Offering

$19,935.80

$22,703.71

$21,973.50

$12,981.00

$15,968.74

Mission Club

$530.00

$215.00

$250.00

$245.00

$215.00

WOMEN ON MISSION
In a recent conversation with Martha Boultinghouse and her daughter Bonnie Beckham, they shared memories of the
early days of Oakhill. Their family had attended the Rescue Mission downtown for a number of years when Maurice
noted that they passed a Baptist Church every Sunday on their way into town. He thought they could attend a church
closer to home that would provide more for their children. In 1961 they began attending Oakhill. Cindy was 9, Bonnie
was 8, and Judy was 7.
Oakhill met in a 3 car garage and small residence at the present location. When they moved into a new building in
1965, Martha helped organize the nursery and kitchen. They had to start from scratch as far as furnishings were
concerned. Not a lot of money was available to them. Dishes were purchased from a dime store at Lawndale (Kresge or
Woolworth). The ladies chipped in to make the purchase. Economy Market had a deal giving silverware when you
purchased groceries. Port-a-cribs were bought for $10.00 each. Martha served in the nursery from 1964 to 1979.
Bonnie has served since she was in her 20’s. Her husband Larry works with her. Martha recalled that in the early days
the members took turns cleaning the church. Nothing was hired out that could be done by members or the pastor. Rev
Bill Carter did the weekly bulletin, cleaned snowy drives and walks, mowed grass, whatever needed to be done.
When the church voted to build, the Boultinghouse family was 1 of 7 who put their homes up as collateral. We are
blessed to have charter members Martha Boultinghouse and Bonnie Beckham still at Oakhill. We appreciate their years
of service and faithfulness. They have touched and continue to touch many lives.
Women on Mission will meet Monday, May 14th at 6:00 pm at church. All our ladies are invited to be with us.

May Birthdays
1st - Reagan Butler, Annaclaire Mitchell,
2nd - Cheryl Rollow, Brayden Deckman,
3rd - Bailey Rowan,
4th - Sydney Osborne
5th - Malachi Hodges, Josiah Hodges, Kylie Phebus, Libby
Schloss
6th - Cameron Klemczewski, Lyly Ybarra
7th - Brad Lamar, Sam Osborne, Cole Strange
8th - Evelyn Cooper, Aubrey Davis,
9th - Ashlyn Defries, Madelyn Hodges, Jake Jeffries, Garrett
Luttrell
10th - Shirley Kinsey
11th - Rosie Richards, Bob Williams
12th - Leah Barnett, Eric Dassel, Michelle Moore
13th - Vanessa Bates
14th - McKinley Dicks, Asher Halsey

15th - Benjamin Creamer, Jason Futrell, Peggy Jackson, Jace
McElroy
16th - Derek Broshears
17th - Jesse Cabrera, Tristan Kinsey
21st - Natalie Christian, Mikayla Crawford, Scott Olsen
22nd - Carol Anderson, Kailyn Brock, Kody Cabrera, April Sharp,
23rd - Taylor Deckman
24th - Kelli Holtshouser
26th - Tim Knight
27th - Joyce Ditzer, Adam Ice, Brianna Martin, Robert Pylant,
Sydnie Sharp, Ella Thornton
28th - Zach Broshears, Hannah Richards
29th - Joe Daily, Amy Horty
30th - Camryn Cowden
31st - Jamie Ice

Surprised by Justice?
Do you ever find yourself surprised by the swift justice of God? Hopefully you have been
taking the journey through the scriptures with the rest of the church. If so, you are currently
reading through 1 Samuel and Acts; both books have examples of swift justice. We have read
about how Saul’s line was cut off for his disobedience in offering a sacrifice himself instead of
waiting for Samuel. In Acts we have seen how Ananias and Sapphira dropped dead after lying
about the price of land they sold. Both examples, and many more in the Bible, show that
God’s justice can sometimes be swift. I remember when I first read these stories I was
troubled by them. Why would God be so cruel to these people? I remember having similar
thoughts as the Israelites were commanded to slaughter the Canaanites or when God sent
poisonous serpents through the Israelites’ camp as a punishment. How can you be so mean,
Bryan R. Gotcher God?
Often our view of God is skewed by the expectation of God being merciful in all
Pastor of Missions &
things. We want on-demand mercy. We not only expect it, we think we deserve it. What’s
Administration
wrong with that kind of thinking? It assumes we have done something to earn God’s mercy
bgotcher@oakhillbc.org and it also doesn’t take into account God’s true character. In actuality we have done the
Blog: bryangotcher. opposite-- every sin is a rebellion to God and brings us closer to receiving God’s justice.
In R.C. Sproul’s book The Holiness of God he paraphrases a quote by Hans Kung, a Roman
wordpress.com
Catholic theologian, “the most mysterious aspect of the mystery of sin is not that the sinner
deserves to die, but rather that the sinner in the average situation continues to exist.” Did you notice how he took our regular
way of thinking that we deserve God’s mercy and flipped it around? He wonders why we don’t get God’s justice, why do we
continue to live in spite of our sinfulness?
Sproul says about this subject, “[God] is indeed long-suffering, patient, and slow to anger. In fact He is so slow to anger
that when His anger does erupt, we are shocked and offended by it. We forget rather quickly that God’s patience is designed to
lead us to repentance, to give us time to be redeemed. Instead of taking advantage of this patience by coming humbly to Him
for forgiveness, we use this grace as an opportunity to become more bold in our sin. We delude ourselves into thinking that
either God doesn’t care about it, or that He is powerless to punish us. The supreme folly is that we think we will get away with
our revolt.”
Are we more surprised by justice when we should be surprised by mercy? We should be shocked that a holy God
wants to redeem us and used His own son to accomplish this task. We should be appalled that we have another breath,
considering the rebellion that has formed in our hearts. This is why we must throw ourselves at the mercy of God
delivered through the gospel of Jesus Christ. The Christian should thank God every day that God has made us righteous
by the sacrifice of Christ, that he is now in Christ, and adopted into the family of God. This is the true reality of both
justice and mercy in our lives-- God showing His great mercy by not giving us the swift justice that we are owed so we
can come to Christ and receive the fullness of God in Jesus Christ.
We must not forget this truth and we must not get complacent in our faith. This truth should drive us to share the
gospel and tell everyone about Jesus. Peter reminds us of this very truth in 2 Peter 3:9-10, “The Lord is not slow to fulfill
his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach
repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly
bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed.”
There will be a day of ultimate justice and we must not forget that, but until then we must not be surprised by God’s
swift justice, rather let’s be thankful for His great mercy!

Psalm 17:13-15
13

Arise, O LORD! Confront him, subdue him!

Deliver my soul from the wicked by your sword,
14

from men by your hand, O LORD,

from men of the world whose portion is in this life.
You fill their womb with treasure;
they are satisfied with children,
and they leave their abundance to their infants.
15

As for me, I shall behold your face in righteousness;
when I awake, I shall be satisfied with your likeness

Jared Mitchell
Pastor of Worship
jmitchell@oakhillbc.org

Brian Van Doren
Dear Church Family,
Recently my wife and I announced that we are expecting our first child! We could not be
more excited. We have been wanting this for years, and we feel so blessed that the Lord has
answered our prayers. We will find out in two months what the gender is, so for now we refer to him or her as “it,” or more
affectionately, “Van Baby”. I never knew I could love an “it” as much as I do right now!
As we enter this new exciting phase of life, I desperately want to make sure we keep our priorities straight. This gift of
a child certainly is a treasure from the Lord, and we rejoice in having this treasure bestowed on us. But I can already feel
the temptation to love the gift over the Giver. I read this Psalm several weeks ago, and I realized that the culture that we
live in is dead set on being like the people described in v14. Their children are more precious to them than silver and gold.
They amass wealth in order to give to their precious ones. Their lives are spent polishing the shine on their tokens they call
kids. And the Psalmist says this is wickedness.
I am afraid that, if we are honest, many of us in the church tend to lean this way as well. It is easy to do. It sounds
right! Everyone in the country says these things, and to live on the contrary marks you as a bad person in the eyes of the
world. But we do not live for the world. We do not love the world. We love God! For believers, our priorities must never
shift from beholding and treasuring God in our hearts… not even for our children. We should, by all means, love and
provide for our children. But the best thing I can give my unborn baby is a love and desire for the God who is currently
making him or her, not my money or a “good life.” The only way I can pass that on to this child is to love the Lord with all
my heart, soul, mind, and strength. Whether you are raising children or not, let us all strive to be like the Psalmist in v15!
Let us find our ultimate satisfaction in the Lord. That way our precious ones will see how they too can be satisfied in life.
Pastor of Students

bvandoren@oakhillbc.org

Sincerely,
Brian Van Doren

Church Family,
I pray this season finds you well, as summer is here, and family fun and warm weather
abounds. We all love summer. We get to spend more time outside. Summer vacation means
the kids are home, and we get to spend a little more time with our families everyday.
Typically, summer brings a season of life in which we can breathe a little easier than the rest
of the year.
2nd Timothy 4:2 says, “Preach the word. Be ready in season and out of season; reprove,
rebuke, exhort, with complete patience and teaching.” I share this verse because I believe that
we are all tempted to see the summer as our “off-season.” With the vacations, the outings,
and everything in between, we can be tempted to see it as a time to step back from our
faith a little bit. We’re tempted to take time away from Church, take time away from our
bibles, take time away from sharing our faith, etc. I want to encourage us all to not let this
happen. May we not see these summer months as an “off-season”, but I pray we take
advantage of this time to really focus in our faith, and truly consider how God can and will
work in our lives. Here are my three prayers for us this summer:

1) I pray we will lean into community. Let’s take advantage of the time together as a Church family, and individual
families. While the kids are home for summer break, take advantage of every moment. Let our families not just get lost
with sleeping in, and video games, but love one another by spending time together. Spend time with other believers,
encouraging each other with the word. Take this time with your small group to have fun! Community is such an important
aspect of discipleship.
2) I pray we will avoid distractions. This is a tough one. But I pray that we won’t get lost in the world of social media
this summer. This is the easiest time to scroll on your phone for endless hours. And if we do this, we will miss community.
Consider this as a time to look away from your phone, and more to others around you. Facebook and Instagram aren't
going anywhere. Consider when you can take some time away from them this summer. I believe we can hear God
differently when we want to hear Him through His word. The bible alone is enough for us! Take time off from things that
distract you.
3) I pray that we won’t forget to worship. Don’t stop worshipping. Did you know that you can worship even when
you aren’t at church? As you travel, as you have vacation, as you enjoy community outings, don’t forget to worship the
One who created it all! Keep reading your bible, keep singing songs to God (you can worship, even with Spotify in the
car). Don’t neglect worship time with your families. Last month, I shared an article about the importance of family
worship. What a great time to practice family worship this summer! And lastly, but most importantly, if you are able, come
to Church! Make this a priority for your family. The best way to practice all 3 of these things is by staying connected to
the local body of believers through corporate worship. You will never regret bringing your family to church for 1-2 hours
on a Sunday morning.
See you Sunday!
In Christ,
Jared

The Importance of Good Communication

Nick Scott
Pastor of Spiritual
Development
nscott@oakhillbc.org
Upcoming Event
Growth Initiative
(1 Kings - Song of
Solomon)
May 5th
8:30 — 11:30 am
Join us as we
continue our survey
through the Old
Testament!
Sign up at the
Welcome Center or
online!

The power of good communication is often undervalued and underestimated. We can assume that
people already know what we think they should, we think that its not necessary to communicate in
advance, or we think that we have communicated adequately when in reality we haven’t. Everyone has
experience the consequences of bad communication at some point, but what does the Bible have to say
about our communication?
The Bible says that our words are powerful (Prov. 18:21; James 3:1-8), are valuable (Prov. 20:15;
25:11-14), and reflect our heart (Prov. 6:12; Matt. 12:34). It also gives instructions on how we are to
communicate such as: set a guard over your lips (Ps. 141:3), your lips should offer up a sacrifice of praise
(Heb. 13:15), speak encouragingly (Eph. 4:29), and bridle your tongue (James 1:26).
In Ephesians 4:25-32, Paul describes for his readers the ways that we should communicate with
others around us. We can summarize these insights into four “rules” for communication. First, be honest
(Eph. 4:25). We must speak everyday in order to be a functional part of society, but when we speak it
must be truthful. We should avoid exaggeration, evasion, and half-truths, which are all types of falsehood
that Paul assumes believers have put away. Earlier in this chapter (4:15), Paul says that when we speak
truth it should be done lovingly. We should be concerned with what we say, how we say it, how much we
say, and when we say it.
Second, keep current (Eph. 4:26-27). Solve each day’s problems quickly. When we fail to do this it:
opens the way for resentment, hatred, and bitterness to take root; distorts previous problems; sets the
stage for spiritual discouragement; and among married couples, it endangers sexual and relational intimacy
that is good and necessary. As we strive to resolve current conflict we must ask: Do I have all the facts
right? (Prov. 18:13), What is my reason for bringing this up? (Prov. 27:6), Have I dealt with my
responsibility? (Matt. 7:1-5), Am I being loving? (Eph. 4:15), Is it timely (Prov. 15:23), and Have I asked the
Lord for understanding? (Prov. 3:5)
Third, attack problems, not people (Eph. 4:29-30). Avoid harmful, corrupting words that tear down,
bypass the conflict, and that grieve the Holy Spirit. Instead, use edifying words that build up, that deal with
what the person says or does, and that help reach a solution. When there is relational discord, the goal
should be restoration, not merely confrontation.
Fourth, act, don’t react (Eph. 4:31-32). In verse 31 Paul describes many reactions that must be put off
completely such as: bitterness (the inability to treat someone as if they never hurt you), wrath (flaring
outbursts of rage), anger (settled indignation of hostility that frequently seeks revenge), clamor (harsh
contention and strife, public quarreling, brawling), slander (speech that injures, abusive speech), and malice
(the desire to harm others or to see others suffer). In verse 32, Paul describe attitudes and actions we must
put on to replace these reactions such as: kindness (benevolent, helpful, courteous), tenderhearted
(compassionate, sympathetic), and forgiveness (to pass over an offense and to free the offender from the
consequences of it—”just as God in Christ forgave you”).

Recommended Resource— Conscience by Andrew Naselli & J.D. Crowley
What do you do when you disagree with other Christians? How do you determine which convictions are negotiable and which are not? How do you get along with people who have different personal
standards?
All of these questions have to do with the conscience. Yet there is hardly a more neglected topic
among Christians. In this much needed book, the authors explore all thirty passages that deal with the
conscience in the New Testament, showing how your conscience impacts virtually every area of your
life, ministry, and missions. As you come to see your conscience as a gift from God and learn how to
calibrate it under the Lordship of Christ, you will not only experience the freedom of a clear conscience
but also discover how to lovingly interact with those who hold different convictions.

Proverbs 22:6
“Train a child in the
way he should go,
and when he is old
he will not turn
from it.”
April Sharp - asharp@oakhillbc.org
Children’s Ministry Director

Hello church family,
I would like to start this article by giving a huge “THANK YOU!“ to all of my Sunday morning children's teachers and
Wednesday evening AWANA leaders. You ALL are amazing. Our children, families, and church are blessed to have you
leading our children weekly with such love and passion. Many of you have been dedicated teachers for decades and
others are fairly new. No matter how many years you have been pouring into this young generation, know that you are
building the Kingdom of God by teaching, equipping and leading by example every week. I pray that more and more
adults are encouraged by your example and consider investing into our children the way you have. Our children’s
ministry is truly blessed by all of you.
We are closing in on VBS, June 25th - 29th 6-8:30 pm. Thank you to everyone that has signed up to help this
summer! We had our Vacation Bible School “Vision Casting” meeting at the end of April. With over 50 volunteers
present I would say it was a success! Our volunteers are “Ready and Geared up” for the “Game On!” theme (that’s code
for anything that has to with sports…). Here are some facts to give you an idea of the impact Vacation Bible School has
in communities. VBS started in 1898 and is used by more than 25,000 churches each year to reach 2.5 million people.
Last year, more than 70,000 salvation decisions were reported as a direct result of VBS. Our church alone averages close
to 200 registered children with 15-20 children making salvation decisions each summer. In other words, VBS makes life
changing differences in the life of a child.
VBS isn't just about fun, games, and snacks. Its primary purpose is leading people to experience the lifetransforming power of the gospel. Our online registration will be available mid May. Parents, “Gear Up and Get Ready”
to invest in your child’s spiritual growth by registering your child for
vacation bible school. Thank you for allowing me to love on your little
June 25th - 29th
ones.
6:00 - 8:30 pm
God Bless,

Kids Camp
Things to know…….
July 24th—27th
Walther’s Golf (completed
& Fun: Wednesday,
May 30th from 10:00 grades 2nd-5th)
10:00 pm. Free unlimited $260
mini golf and $4.00 laser tag!
Kids Camp Cost is $290.00 per child - July 26th - 29th

VBS Online Registration
https://kideventpro.lifeway.com/
myChurch/?id=47647

Serving Others at Oakhill

May 2018 Ministry Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Sunday Schedule
8:00 am Traditional Worship
9:30 am Contemporary Worship
11:00 am Contemporary Worship
5:00 pm Student Life Groups

6
Regular Sunday
Schedule
Church Picnic
3:00 pm Games
5:00 pm Dinner
NO Evening Life
Groups

13
Regular Sunday
Schedule
NO Evening Life
Groups
Parent/Child
Dedication

20
Regular Sunday
Schedule
Graduation
Recognition

7
Open Gym
Basketball
6:30 - 8:30 pm

Tuesday
1
Thrive Women’s
Ministry Bible
Study
6:30 pm

8
Thrive Women’s
Ministry Bible
Study
6:30 pm

Wednesday
2
Regular
Wednesday
Schedule

Thursday
3

Friday
4

Women on Mission
6:00 pm at church

21
Open Gym
Basketball
6:30 - 8:30 pm

15
Thrive Women’s
Ministry Bible
Study
6:30 pm

22
Thrive Women’s
Ministry Bible
Study
6:30 pm

5
Growth Initiative
8:30 - 11:30 am

Deacon’s Meeting
6:00 pm

9
Regular
Wednesday
Schedule

10

11
Thrive - Ladies
Banquet 6:00 pm

16
Regular
Wednesday
Schedule

12
Food Pantry
9:00 am
State Hospital
Ministry
9:45 am

AWANA
Celebration
6:00 pm

Mission Trip BBQ
Fundraiser
10:00 am

Student Gathering
6:00 pm
14
Open Gym
Basketball
6:30 - 8:30 pm

Saturday

17

18

24

25

26

28
Memorial Day
Office Closed

29

30
Walther’s Golf &
Fun

May 20

May 27

Deacon of the Week

Deacon of the Week

Deacon of the Week

Deacon of the Week

Lucus Pettigrew (812) 319-9971

Richard West (812) 853-7930

Jeff Thornton (812) 746-8739

Alan Simpson (812) 477-7204

Kevin Knuckles (618) 383-2543

Steve Comer (812) 437-2922

Ty Nixon (812) 518-8759

Chris Fischer (812) 630-9443

Chair Set-Up Team

Chair Set-Up Team

Chair Set-Up Team

Chair Set-Up Team

Mosaic/Schloss/A.Scott Group

BASIC Group

Gotcher/Calverley Groups

Mitchell/N.Scott Groups

8:00 AM Service
Nursery
Larry & Bonnie Beckham

Nursery
Doris & Maci Rutledge

Nursery
Mary Gamblin
& Daniel Bannister
Student
Summer

Nursery
Jane Jett & Alice Mosley
Camp

Greeters
Bob & Angela Pressley

Greeters
Jerry & Shirley Guinn

Greeters
Bonnie Beckham & April Helm

Greeters
David & Sharon Harmes

Welcome Center
Shirlene Kilgore

Welcome Center
Dawn Ommart

Welcome Center
Amanda Washburn

Welcome Center
Mary Gamblin

Dates: June 12-16

9:30 AM Service
Nursery
Lucus & Leigha Pettigrew

Nursery
Heather Ntweo & Lauren Phelps

Nursery
Sean & Audrey McDonald

Greeters
Ryan & Wynter Deckman, Ty &
Teresa Nixon

Greeters
Greeters
Brett & Tammy Creamer, Jon & Heidi Cheri Koberstein, Emily McGeorge,
Hart
Tom Stofleth

Greeters
April Helm, Ty & Teresa Nixon

Welcome Center
April Helm

Welcome Center
John & Pam Schultz

Welcome Center
Deann Moss

Welcome Center
Robert Jackson

Nursery
Bethanne Long & Jenna Reid

11:00 AM Service

AIS Lunch
Celebration
10:00 am
27
Regular Sunday
Schedule

May 13

19
Food Pantry
9:00 am

Student Gathering
Celebration
6:00 pm

23
Regular
Wednesday
Schedule - NO
Bible Study
Luncheon

May 6

31

Wednesday Schedule
12:00 pm Prayer & Bible Study
Luncheon
7:30 pm Worship Team Practice

Nursery
Shannon Wild & Kalyn

Nursery
Ty & Teresa Nixon

Nursery
Jon & Heidi Hart

Nursery
Mourine Schmitt & Emily Grace
Luttrell

Toddlers
John & Lori Couts

Toddlers
Dave & Kristie Swenson

Toddlers
Ryan & Wynter Deckman

Toddlers
Blake & Kelsie Palmer

Greeters
Sandy Jackson, Ralph Rode, Shirley
Williams
Welcome Center
Kathleen Qualkenbush

Greeters
Jim & Barb Burns
Welcome Center
Jacob & Gina Townsend

Greeters
Nancy Andrews, Keith & Teresa
Thomas
Welcome Center
Darrell Ommart

Van Driver
Brian Gotcher

Van Driver
Brad Lamar

Van Driver
Lucus Pettigrew

Greeters
Dawna Fischer, Brett Creamer

August 30th

Welcome Center
Becky Cosby
Van Driver
Steve Comer

